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`AI is reshaping higher education in two major ways: it’s transforming how students learn and how colleges operate, and it’s forcing schools to rethink academic integrity. Recent reporting shows that cheating is a major concern. Still, experts emphasize that the solution isn’t banning AI — it’s redesigning teaching and assessment to make cheating less useful and learning more meaningful.
Below is a clear, structured breakdown you can use for your own teaching, curriculum design, or professional development.



How AI Is Affecting Higher Education
1. AI Is Changing How Students Learn
AI tools like Jasmine (SkillPointe’s college‑finder bot), ChatGPT, and tutoring systems help students:
· Get instant explanations and feedback
· Explore careers and colleges more efficiently
· Access personalized learning support
· Break down complex topics into simpler steps
AI is becoming a study partner, not just a search tool.

2. AI Is Changing How Colleges Operate
According to recent analysis:
· Universities are focusing heavily on cheating concerns, but experts warn that this is too narrow.
· AI is raising ethical issues around privacy, data use, and fairness.
· Institutions are rethinking assessment because AI can complete many traditional assignments.
· Tech leaders say AI poses a significant risk to academic integrity, but it’s not going away.
AI is pushing colleges to modernize — not just police.



3. AI Is Increasing Cheating — But Also Exposing Weaknesses in Assessment
Research shows:
· Generative AI makes it easier for students to produce essays, code, and homework that looks original.
· Detection tools are unreliable and create false accusations.
· Experts argue that universities must move beyond “catching cheaters” and redesign assessments to be AI-resistant and learning‑focused.
The problem isn’t AI — it’s outdated assignments.



How to Use AI in the Classroom                                  Without Enabling Cheating
Please see the following strategies for your classroom. 

1. Use AI as part of the assignment
Instead of banning AI, require students to:
· Show their AI prompts
· Explain how they edited or improved the AI output
· Compare AI answers to their own thinking
· Reflect on what AI got wrong
This turns AI into a thinking tool, not a shortcut.

2. Use “process-based” assessment
Cheating becomes nearly impossible when students must show:
· Brainstorming
· Outlines
· Drafts
· Revisions
· Reflections
· Screenshots of their work stages
AI can help, but it can’t replace the student’s process.



3. Use oral checks or mini‑conferences
A 3-minute conversation can confirm whether a student understands their work.
This is one of the most effective anti-cheating strategies.

4. Use in-class creation
Examples:
· In-class writing
· In-class problem‑solving
· Group discussions
· Whiteboard demonstrations
AI can’t participate for them.

5. Use “AI‑proof” assignment types
Assignments that AI struggles with:
· Local, community-based research
· Interviews
· Hands-on projects
· Personal reflections
· Multimedia creation
· Real-world problem-solving
These require human experience, not just text generation.



6. Teach AI literacy instead of banning AI
Experts argue that students need to learn:
· When AI is helpful
· When AI is wrong
· How to verify AI output
· How to use AI ethically
This builds long-term skills and reduces misuse.

7. Shift from “policing” to “designing for integrity.”
Researchers recommend moving away from detection tools and toward:
· Clear expectations
· Transparent AI policies
· Authentic assessments
· Support for struggling students
This reduces the motivation to cheat in the first place.



Other Thoughts on AI and CTE Programs
Given your role designing CTE and skilled‑trades materials:
· AI can help students explore careers (like Jasmine does in SkillPointe).
· You can integrate AI into worksheets, scavenger hunts, and research tasks.
· You can require students to compare AI answers to real-world sources.
· You can design hands-on, project-based tasks that AI cannot complete for them.
· You can teach students how AI supports — not replaces — learning.
Your curriculum is already hands-on and authentic, which naturally reduces cheating.
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